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Unit 2 & 3 Noah Webster 



Today’s Goals 

•  To learn about available English-language 
dictionaries 

•  To go over material from Unit 2 
•  To learn a bit more about “Parts of Speech” 

–  A note on some problem areas in English 
adjectives 

–  Prepositions 
•  To go over material from Unit 3 
•  To practice reading Greek a bit. 
•  To learn a few more Bonus Biology Terms  



About Dictionaries, Part I 

•  There are many dictionaries of English. 
–  “American” versus “international” dictionaries 
–  “Webster’s” is a confusing term 

•  Noah  Webster produced the first United States 
(“American”) dictionary. 

•  Several modern American dictionaries call themselves 
“Webster’s” because in some sense they descend from 
Noah Webster’s dictionary.  

–  What matters is the publisher 



About Dictionaries, Part II: 
Important Publishers 

•  Oxford University Press 
–  Produces Oxford English Dictionary (OED), the definitive 

English Dictionary 
•  Random House 
•  American Heritage Dictionary (published by Houghton Mifflin) 
•  Merriam-Webster (produces the dictionary generally called 

“Webster’s)  
•  All these exists in several shorter forms since it is impractical to 

carry a complete dictionary around (the full dictionary is often 
called “unabridged”: other versions may be called “collegiate,” 
“shorter,” “concise,” “pocket” and so on).  



About Dictionaries, Part III: 
Online Resources 

•  dictionary.com 
•  lib.ucdavis.edu 

–  Merriam-Webster’s Webster’s Third New International 
Dictionary 

–  Merriam-Webster’s Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 
–  Oxford English Dictionary (the ultimate dictionary!) 
–  To access 

•  If off campus, you must use VPN (click button to left of 
display) and enter your login and password 

•  Go to “Databases” 

•  With online dictionaries, your spelling must be 
correct, unlike book-style dictionaries.  



Word List from Unit 2, Part I 

•  Class of Word (= “Part of Speech”) 
•  Modify 
•  Modifier 
•  Phrase 
•  Criterion 

–  Morphological Criterion 
–  Syntactical Criterion 

•  Slot 



Word List from Unit 2, Part 2 

•  Noun 
– Number 

•  Plural Number 
•  Singular Number 

– Noun Marker 
– Noun Modifier 
– Head 

•  Adjective 



Word List from Unit 2, Part 3 

•  Verb 
– Object 

•  Transitive Verb 
•  Intransitive Verb 

– Tense 
•  Past Tense 
•  Present Tense 

•  Adverb 



Perfect 
(from today’s homework) 

(continued in next column) 



More on Parts of Speech 
(a problem area) 

•  In English it is very useful to talk about “noun 
markers” (or “determiners”) 
–  “a,” “the,” “his,” “this,” and so on (there are many). 
–  “a” and “the” are called “articles.”  

•  This is not a category in the classical “parts of 
speech”; if we must identify their part of speech with 
the classical list, we call these adjectives. (The 
classical parts of speech don’t fit English perfectly 
since they were made to describe Greek and Latin.) 

•  Most modern grammarians treat them as their own 
category, however.   



More on Parts of Speech 
(Prepositions) 

•  Prepositions are usually small words like “of,” “with,” “by,” “for,” “from,” 
“to,” “in,” “on,” “into,” “onto,” “at.” 

•  They have nouns or noun phrases (or pronouns) after them, and all 
together, they make up prepositional phrases. The noun after them is 
called the “object of a preposition.” 

•  What are the prepositions and the objects of prepositions in the 
following prepositional phrases?  

of potatoes onto a higher shelf 

with the bad potatoes for my favorite aunt 

from a stupid boy by hand 

to Chicago at the last meeting 



A Little Word of Caution 
on Prepositions 

•  Some words can act as both prepositions and 
adverbs. 

•  Compare: 

He walked up the stairs. He walked up. 

I ate before work. I ate before.  

He helped me through the  woods. He helped me through. 

I passed by the store.  I passed by. 



Preposition Practice 
•  Identify prepositions and objects of prepositions in the following 

text:  

Ossetia (Ossetic: Ирыстон (Iryston); Russian: Осетия, 
(Osetiya); Georgian: ოსეთი (Oset'i)) is an ethnolinguistic 
region located on both sides of the Greater Caucasus 
Mountains, largely inhabited by the Ossetians, an Iranian 
people who speak the Ossetic language (an Eastern Iranian 
language in the Indo-European group of languages). The 
Ossetic-speaking area is divided by the main Caucasus 
ridge. The northern portion constitutes the Republic of North 
Ossetia-Alania within the Russian Federation, while the 
southern portion is part of Georgia but is largely controlled 
by the secessionist Republic of South Ossetia, which is 
backed by Russia but internationally unrecognized. 



Unit 3:  Prefixes 
•  {con}, {com} 

–  together (with) 
– Examples: convene, contend 

•  {ex}, {e} 
– out of 
– Examples: exit, eject 



Unit 3: Bases 

•  {tend}, {tens}, {tent} = “stretch” 
•  {prehend}, {prehens} = “grasp,” “hold” 
•  {duc}, {duct} = “lead” 
•  {scribe}, {script} = “write” 
•  {trop} = “turn” 



Unit 3: Suffixes 

•  {ion} 
– Makes nouns from verbs 
– Examples: project > projection 

•  {ive}  
– Makes adjectives from verbs 
– Examples: extensive, possessive 



Unit 3: 
Synonyms and Antonyms 

Synonyms are words with the same 
meaning. 

Antonyms are words with opposite 
meanings.  



A Little Greek Practice 
(the beginning of Homer’s Iliad 



Bonus Biology Terms I 
•  autotroph 

–  {auto} = “self” 
–  {troph} = nourishing 

•  An autrotroph is a “self-nourishing” living thing that 
creates its own organic compounds from simple 
inorganic substances.  

•  Contrast: 
–  heterotroph 
–  {hetero} = “other”  
–  a heterotroph must get organic compounds by 

consuming other living things.  



Bonus Biology Terms II 
•  chemotroph 

–  {chemo} = “chemical” (literally, “juice”; chemistry 
was originally interested in “juices” of plants).  

–  {troph} = nourishing 
•  A chemotroph is an autotroph that creates its own 

organic compounds from chemicals. 
•  Contrast 

–  phototroph 
–  {photo} = “light” 
–  A phototroph uses light to create its own organic 

compounds.  



Bonus Biology Terms III 
•  lithotroph 

–  {litho} = “stone” 
–  {troph} = nourishing 

•  A lithotroph is an autotroph that creates its own 
organic compounds from inorganic materials [stones]. 

•  Compare: 
–  chemolithoautotroph  
–  (The elements {chemo}, {litho}, [auto} are freely combined to 

make new terms)  


